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key public document of the Party. It lays 


out ‘the Party's basic organizational principles and the duties and the 
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the organizational principles 


oa Party must be @ weapon in the 


ae responsibilitias of Party matbers. 
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fect — The Programme states that the Perty reflects acd concentrates the 
ip Organization and discipline o 
' — an fron will {a the strugule against capital{sm, 


fF the working dass itself and steels it with 


he ‘The Constitution reflects the Party's basic orientation: that it. 
“<"4s the working class that is the only ravolutionary class, and it is in 
.. the’ working class that the Party must be firmly rooted. This weans thet 


as well as the Tine and Programze of the 
hands of tha class to advance the struggle. 


ine Historically, changes in const{ tutions have reflected the advances 


made from one Congress to the 


next. The organizational and ideological 


advances ‘in the Constitution reflect tha leap to forming the Revolutionary 
Th 


Communist Party of the U.S. eta class. 
struggle of the masses of people, in 


@y reflect the fact that the 
particular the working class, has 


produced this Party after twenty years without one represents a qualitative 


advance towards accoapl{shing 


our inavitable historical mission. 


a te Genaral Line of the RCP 


The RCP in the section 
the U.S. It makes clear that 


on the general line sets the Par r off on 


the right foot in stating thit it 4s the Party of the working class of 


We reprasent no class other than the prole- 


tariat. It establishes the correct orfentation toward the proletartat, 


. that we are part of the class 
‘ ‘broad masses of people in over 


and stand determined to lead it and the 
throwing the bourgesisie. This is the oreat- 


eat contribution that the Party of the U.S. prolateriat can make to the 


, Struggle of the whole internat 
~ all who labor. ft 4s in accordance with this basic principle that the 

s Constitution states that the Party is the “vanguard of the working class 
— Of the U.S.A., and stands with 


ional proletariat for the emancipation of 


the working class worldwide. * 


_Nowbership 


- Members of the RCP “wust stend with both feet firwly in the work- 


ves, body and 


‘ing class, give our hearts cewoletely over to the wacses, our heads to 
. the study and re eer of the revolutionary science of 
_ and our whole se 
_ to emancipate itself and all huxanfty.” In lig 
-, places extrene tab ae on who 13s fn the Party and what the duties and 
all Party mawbers are. 


the peo reeer lat 
soul to the struggle of the wor ing class 
fe of this, the Party 


‘The Party must be ective in recruiting the best fighters for the 


- “working class, particularly from the working class itself. It does so on 
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“a. determining thetr conduct, 


Of the proletartat. 


"one of these principles. It fights agains 
‘Party as the proletartan vanguard. To enforce this, Article Four contains 
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the basis of applicants fulfilling the requirements for Party membership 
4s stated in Articie 3. Key amony these ara “putting the interests of 
the masses above a1] else" snd beion “activists” among the asses 

is, active tn Winking up with and leading the struggle of the masses to 
overthrow the bourgeaisia. 


Be Ae the interests of tha working class above all else is pri- 
mary, it is the principle around whfch the others unfold. However, all 
these principles hinge on the orfentation of the Party toward leadin 
the proletariat in accomplishing its historic mission. It is the adhae 
rence of Party members tu thesa principles that allows the Party te act 
as the advanced detachment, the fron 7ist of the working clase, to unite 


_, With the aspirations of the wasses of workers end concentrate these intov 


Vines and policies to lead the struggle of the working class to its ravo~ 
Tut{onary goal. 


—. Neither the Constitution nor any other Party docunent lays out 
specific rules of conduct for Party mesburs. Instead the Constitution 
correctly sets forth the principles of Party membership ?lowing from” 


the basic principle, “put the interests of the EN Basia and of the 


revolution above everything else.“ This must guide al] Party siembers {n 


| 9" In the past the development of rules of discipline represented a 


sharp break by the genuine cowmunist forces with a mountain of petty bour- 
geois self-indulgence that was passing as “revolutionary®--aven "prole- 


=e tartan." The Party fs firmly and raga opposed to all such sel f- 
$ 


indulgence, and to self~cultivation, which is nothing but the mirror image 
of self-indulgence and flows from the same bourgeois ideology of putting 
self above the interests of the working class. 


The Party Constitution, in Article 3, sharply formulates the basic 


aS principles that the whole Party and all of its members must practice and 
‘promote. It puts these six principles together as a whole--not as a list 


of “do's and “don'ts"+-but as the basis for raat te the Party and all 
of its members to carrying out and leading the revolutionary class struggle 


ae Therefore, the RCP is raphe hot in dewanding adherence to every 
every attempt to weaken the. 
procedure for disciplinary actions. 


Besidas other st of discipline, the Constitution provides for a 
period of probation in which the violators remain in the basic units with- 


"out vote. This 1s opposed to the policy of suspension because suspenséon 


denies that transformation can only take place in the conditions of con- 


a tinuing participation in and collective summation of the class struggle, 
under the discipline and with the guidance of the Party. 


The RCP is the vanguard Party of the U.S. proletariat. Its unswerv- 
ing stand {s to sweep from its ranks proven opportunists, enemy agents, de- 
generates and anti-working class elements, to prevent them from sabotaging 


.- the work of the Party and the struggle of the working class. In doing so 


a $O that when the Party systematizes those ideas, 


= Of Opposites, one aspect | 
motion so that there is constantly, “criticizing up, while carrying out down.” 


iron fist the proletariat needs to lead it in smashin 
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the Party strengthens itself, and steels itself even further as an fron 
fist, a weapon in the hands of the proletartat. 


Organizational Principles 


. The Constitution correctly reflects the erganizational principles 
of the Party of the proletariat, democratic centralism. Article Five in 
the Constitution lays out what democratic centralism does in practice. 


ok The principle of demacratic certralism and its functioning is ex- 
tremely important in connection with the basic orientation of the Party-~ 
that the Party has no interests separeta from those of the whole proletariat. 


Democratic centralisa is a unity of opposites. It hes two aspects 
democracy and centralisw, but one is generally princtpal, democracy. It 1s 


principal because the source of correct ideas 1s the masses of people in 
igen and within fis Party, the cadre, who have the closest tled with 
\thema, this conforms to the correct relationship between practice and theory-- 


«that! you learn to know the world ag it. Democratic centralisw is the 
as the Pe 


form of organization that bast ens rty to be able to forge ever 
closer links with the masses through struggle, and constantly deepen and ad- 
Malba ihas understanding of how to achieve the historic mission of the prole~ 
arfat, 


Releasing the initiative of cadre to ‘a out swung the masses @0 carry 
out the line, and bring forward the new 1s also key in the entire Party be- 


ing able to keep the chain of selects alti chain of command constantly ad- 


‘vancing, This 1s why it is stressed in Article Five that “Keading bodies 

on all levels must constantly listen to the opinions of the masses, both 

inside and outside of the Party, accept their supervision and encourage 

their criticism. Party members have the right to criticize leading bodies 

or members of the Party at a1) levels and von dere to them." But 

this alone, releasing the initiative of cadre, bringing forward new ideas, 

etc. is not enough. The process must be ey deependd at every level, 

ie. general {dedlegical sand 

political line is et « niger end more advanced level than before. The unity 

aying the basis for the other, keeps the gears in 


‘Democratic consultation combines the participation of the Party mea- 


bership in selection and supervision of leadership with the broader overall 


view of the proletariat as sussed up and systenatized by leadership bodies. 
While the Perty branches eat all levels elect their leadership, it {s subject 
to the acceptance by the next highest body. The rejection of leadership on 
the next higher level fs an extremely serious matter, and cen only be done 
on the basis of serious struggle with the lowar unit concerned. Democratic 
centralism, functioning correctly, keeps Party life vigorous, and, by having 
the correct principles of organization, allows for it to becowe the 
g the bourgaolsie. 


~The Party of the working class has now been founded on the besis of 


_ a correct ideological and political Tine based on the valiant struggle of 
" the working class. The Party is the advanced, conscious detachment of the 
_ working class. To carry out {ts goal of arsing the messes with the correct 
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-;, to mobilize the masses along the lines in whic 

. . (zed to carry on production, in which the workin 
"character as a class, and in which, after the seizure of state power, it 
_ 48 best able to reorganize soctety. 


_. that the Party {s going to mobilize the masses in th 
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‘Tine to fight the cless ae tae entire awabership of the Party must 
ee 


unite under the centralized darship of tha Party as @ whole. The 
Party, including its leadership, sust be organized and untted to carry 
out its tasks, sweeping aside all vestiges of the past such as federa- 
tionism, departwentalism aud localien, which separate any section of the 
Party from the Party as a whole and tha proletariat and the broad masses, 


Central Organs 


This section is twportant in reflecting how the Party at a whole 
will be able to aca its tasks. In Article Six, it makes clear that 
the highest body of the Party is the Central Comalttee betwean' Party Cone 
gresses. The Central Cowmittee sets up various standing bodies to accom- 


 plish its tasks efficiently. The standing bodias, however, eve subordinate 


to the Central Committee as a whole, and extst only in order to better de- 
velop its work, Standing bodles cannot bind themselves in gcing into the 


Central Committee (and swaller standing bodies cannot bind themselves in 
going into larger ones), except in matters of security, of course, because 


is would have the effect of stifling discussion, establishing a buraau- 


 o eratic aba | and inhibiting rather than releasing the initiative of all 
e 


the cadre. While the standing bodies are responsible and can make dect- 
sions between eeoents of the CC, the CC {3 the higher body, and has the 
task of developing the Party's general line and tasks. The same prcipls 
eppi fas to Pager bodies, in relation to the general bodies tha 

them as their standing bedles, on all levels, 


fw 


select 


Article Ten 


The Party of the proletariat must organize from the point of view 
that its dask is to turn every factory into a fortress of the proletariat. 


es To do this its basic units must be organized along the lines that produc- 


tion in society 4s organized and which reflect the basic contradiction in 
soclety between socialized labor and private pl aged adlanba The Party has 
oo are naturally organ- 

class has its essential 


a This also reflects the way in which the work has to be organized 
wuong the employed workers concentrated in large scale industry. 


Our Party, whose roots have spontangous ly developed first along 


Ps the lines.of geography, must reorganize its forces in a systematic way, 
a copenieeeeing in the industries most important to the overall class strug- 


The point of all this fs that the proletariat 1s organized along 
the lines of production--where it works and struggles against class exploit- 
ation, To unite with this struggle, to forge our links with the masses in 
their millions, to release their revolutionary initiative, our Party must 
be organized in the heart of their strength and ehis ber There 1s no way 
eir millfons unless we 


are right in there too. 


of} 
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This principia is directiy opposed to tha revisionist and soctel- 
democratic line of i aa a party along alectoral lines. It reflects 
the difference betwaen buiiding for proletarian revolution and accomuda~ 
tion to capitaliga., It is a key pert of the dividing line between revolé- 
tion and reformism, between Karxisn and revisionisu. 


Articla Twolve 


. The tasks of branches end their relation to the unified centralized 
Party structure is a key point of the Constitution, 


it up the situation exony the masses, col- 
lectively discuss the developaent of the work, hava political education 
which ties theory to practice in a living way based on comnon knowledge of 
the most important work the manbers are engaged {mn (the work in the factore 
fes, fields, etc.) as well as the wajor events in the country and the world 


and the wain questions facing the Party and the working class as @ whole. 


Thay should discuss Party cuzvaigns and the correct methods for wobilizing 


masses around these campaigns. 


In all this, education around the overall ideological and political 
line of the Party must guide the work, The basic units sust constantly edu= 
cate. their meabers concerning the general line of the Party. Not rasping 
ee line leads to narrowness and pragaatism, concern only for the 
{ fate tasks confronting the unit tn a pare war plant or union, étc., 
the tendency towards seetng only your own branch and not the whole Party~- 
only your own industry and not the whole class. 


CORCLUS 108 TO REPORT ON CONSTITUTIGN 
Comrades: | 


The Revolutionary Communist Party of the U.S. working class has been 
founded with a correct line and Prograsme. This 1s e victory for our class 
and a product of its struggle. Our ideological, political and organizational 
Tine reflect the strength and advances of our class, 


We are confident of the future, 
| Let our Party, under the leadership of the Central Comaittee, together 


with the masses of workers in their willions, wove forward toward the goal of 
revolution, socialism end communis! 


